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home ownership) are less important than the subsequent research stimulated. Both Bordua (1958) and Chilton (1964) attempted rep tions, raised methodological and interpretive issues, and questii Lander's conclusions. And Gordon (1967) showed that a number of n odological difficulties in the Lander research make some of his coi sions potentially misleading.21 Briefly, the subsequent research that stimulated by the Lander book established a clear and strong associi of depressed socioeconomic conditions with delinquency rates. The i pendent research of others who have examined community character; at the levels of the county, the city, or the Census Bureau's stan metropolitan statistical areas (Hadden and Borgatta 1965, Harries ] Jonassen and Peres 1960, Smith 1973) produces results that, despite fering levels of aggregation, tend to find delinquency associated witl banism, depressed economic conditions, and other measures of s disorganization such as a high proportion of female-headed families.
The ecological study of delinquency has recently been extended sp cally to disruption hi schools by Gottfredson and Daiger (1979). I data for over 600 junior and senior high schools, we regressed rates oi dent and teacher victimization on community and school characteri: In contrast to most ecological studies, which use rates of official c quency as the criterion, we examined aggregated victimization rep and the measure of victimization used was dominated by less serious 1 of behavior than in the typical study. Of primary concern here ii observation that organizational variables resembling those describe Shaw and McKay (1969) and Miller (1958) are related to school victir tion rates hi much the way expected.
The Gottfredson and Daiger (1979) research implies that school ori zation warrants further study because school governance practices, climate of belief in conventional social rules in a school, and sc disruption are all strongly related to characteristics of the commi within which the school is located. The observation that different fon school social organization seem to develop in neighborhoods with diffi social characteristics is in general accord with Miller's (1958) differe organization perspective. This observation constitutes a challenge prevention research. It is not now clear how successful interven aimed at the school might be hi preventing delinquency when sc. operate in a social environment that may tend to perpetuate their cu
21In the same year a major review of ecological studies by Wilks (1967) appeared in the dent's Commission task force report. A recent tendentious review by Baldwin (1979) is because it contains citations to British work in this area. of delinquency rates. Lander's specific conclusions (that delinquency rates are only superficially related to the socioeconomic status of the tracts and instead are related to race andesidence rather than individual family socioeconomic status.
